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Please contact us if you know of work that we should include in this listing.

The information contained in ODARA 101 is most fully described in the book:
Hilton, N.Z., Harris, G.T., & Rice, M.E. (2010). Risk assessment for domestically violent
men: Tools for criminal justice, offender intervention, and victim services.
Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.
A second edition of this book is currently in progress.

Evaluation of ODARA 101
Hilton, N. Z., & Ham, E. (2015). Cost-effectiveness of electronic training in domestic
violence risk assessment: ODARA 101. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 30,
1065-1073, doi: 10.1177/0886260514539762

Articles referred to in ODARA 101
Buchanan, K. (2009). Risk assessment and spousal violence: Predictive validity and
cultural applicability. Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The
Sciences and Engineering, Vol 71(1-B), 2010. pp. 651. [University of Regina]
While at the University of Regina, Dr. Kim Buchanan tested the ODARA’s prediction of criminal
charges or convictions for domestic violence. In a two-year follow up of ninety-nine men convicted
of a violent offence against their domestic partners, in the Canadian province of Saskatchewan,
she reported a large predictive effect for the ODARA (ROC area = .72).
(Learning Module 2: Validations of the ODARA, “Validations”)

Campbell, J.C., Webster, D. W., & Glass, N. (2009). The Danger Assessment:
Validation of a lethality risk assessment instrument for intimate partner femicide.
Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 24, 653-674. doi: 10.1177/0886260508317180
This article describes a case-control study, in which Danger Assessment scores were significantly
higher among women interviewed after an attempted murder than women who were victims of
less severe physical assault.
(Resources: “Domestic Murder”)
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This study of 57 women in shelters examined some psychometric properties of the
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(Learning Module 2: Validations of the ODARA, “Validations”)

Gray, A. L. (2012). Assessing risk for intimate partner violence: A cross-validation of the
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While at Carleton University in Ottawa, Andrew Gray tested the ODARA, DVRAG, and three other
assessments among 94 federal offenders. The ODARA and DVRAG were the strongest
predictors of intimate partner violence in a follow up of over 5 years, both with ROC areas of .71.
(Learning Module 2: Validations of the ODARA, “More Recent Validation Studies for male offenders”)
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Among 93 men with a police record against a female marital, cohabiting, or dating partner, the
ODARA predicted post-index IPV with a moderate effect size (ROC area = .67) in a 7.5 year
follow up. The ODARA also predicted other offenses with a moderate or large effect size
including stalking, sexual assault and non-violent offenses.
(Learning Module 2: Validations of the ODARA, “Validations”)
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Evidence from a cross-validation of the Ontario Domestic Assault Risk
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We have tested the ODARA’s predictive accuracy in several validation studies. In this study, we
tested the predictive accuracy of the ODARA for men without an extensive criminal history.
(Learning Module 2: Validations of the ODARA, “Validations”)

Hilton, N. Z., Harris, G. T., & Holder, N.L. (2008). Actuarial violence risk assessment in
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ensure that the ODARA could also be used by professionals working in health care, shelters,
victim services, or other services supporting victims of domestic violence. See this interview
format in some of the videos in the scoring practice section of the ODARA 101 program.
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Together with Dr. Suzanne Popham at the Algoma Treatment and Remand Centre in Ontario, we
tested the ODARA’s predictive accuracy for criminal charges arising from domestic violence. The
sample was limited to men incarcerated in a treatment centre, and the average ODARA score
was in the second highest category. We followed these men up for an average of 8 years after
release, and found that they spent about one third of that time in custody again. The ODARA
significantly predicted recidivism in the full 8 year follow up and in follow-up periods as short as 6
months.
(Learning Module 2: Validations of the ODARA, “Validations”)
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The ODARA was created from a study conducted by the Research Department in
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Ontario Provincial Police Behavioural Sciences and Analysis Services. This article describes the
follow-up study, statistical analysis, and predictive accuracy in the original ODARA research and
the first validation study.
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Training front-line users in the Ontario Domestic Assault Risk Assessment
(ODARA), a tool for police domestic investigations. Canadian Journal of Police
and Security Services, 5, 95-98.
Fifty police officers scored the ODARA for two cases, either with or without the scoring
instructions. The officers who had the instructions all scored the cases correctly. This article also
describes the evaluation of the classroom training program on which ODARA 101 is based.
(Learning Module 2: Validations of the ODARA, “Reliability: Do ODARA Users Agree?”)
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through police reports in Alberta and followed up for at least one year, the ODARA predicted
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with a medium effect size, AUC = .68. It also predicted nonphysical intimate partner abuse with
an AUC of .73.
(Learning Module 2: Validations of the ODARA, “Validations”)
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predictive effect of the ODARA (ROC area = .70), and ROC area of .67 for female offenders.
Prediction was improved by adding items measuring psychopathy.
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This work is also described in Moser, A. E., & Campbell, M. A. (2012). Validation and expansion
of the Ontario Domestic Assault Risk Assessment (ODARA) instrument: An early warning system.
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to predict subsequent domestic incidents in police occurrence reports among men in Portland,
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Risk or Severity of Recidivism. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 20, 1-14.
doi:10.1177/0886260512468232
This article examines whether access to firearms increases assault severity or whether it is the
characteristic of a subgroup of offenders who are more likely to commit severe and repeated
domestic assault. Although firearm access and weapon use were related to actuarial risk of
domestic violence recidivism, neither predicted occurrence or severity of recidivism.

Harris, G.T., Hilton, N.Z., & Rice, M.E. (2011). Explaining the frequency of intimate
partner violence by male perpetrators: Do attitude, relationship, and
neighborhood variables add to antisociality? Criminal Justice and Behavior, 38,
309-331. doi:10.1177/0093854810397449
In this study, we measured potential causes of domestic violence in four domains: antisociality,
attitudes and values, aspects of the relationship, and neighborhood characteristics. The
dependent variable was the total number of instances of domestic violence. Antisocial traits
(especially psychopathy) gave the best evidence of causal status. Variables in each other domain
exhibited some explanatory power, but some of the apparent causal role could be attributable to
enduring antisociality.

Hilton, N.Z. (1992). Battered women's concerns about their children witnessing wife
assault. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 7, 77-86.
doi:10.1177/088626092007001007
This article reports on interviews with assaulted women about their concerns for their children and
how these concerns affected the decision to leave the assailant. Fifty-five percent of the women’s
children had witnessed violence, and 90% had become involved in the physical or psychological
abuse in some way, even after separation. Fifty-five percent of the women left because of the
risks to their children.

Hilton, N.Z. (Ed.) (1993). Legal responses to wife assault: Current trends and
evaluation. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.
This edited book covers four major themes: historical framework of legal response to wife assault;
police attitudes and action; prosecution, mediation, and treatment within the court system; and
victims as defendants and participants in the legal system. The authors of each chapter describe
evaluation research and highlight their own work in each area.

Hilton, N. Z. (2014). Actuarial assessment in serial intimate partner violence: Comment
on Cook, Murray, Amat, and Hart. Journal of Threat Assessment and
Management, 1, 87-92. doi:10.1037/tam0000013
This invited article shows the scoring and interpretation of the ODARA and DVRAG in a case
described by Cook et al. in the same journal issue. The ODARA and DVRAG interpretations with
respect to risk assessment concur with conclusions drawn by Cook et al. using the B-SAFER and
the SAM but in the actuarial model risk management depends on apportioning existing resources
according to policy-level decisions informed by risk and on individual-level assessment of
criminogenic needs and responsivity.
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Campbell, J.C. & Messing, J. T. (Eds.). Assessing dangerousness: Domestic
Violence offenders and child abusers (3rd Edn.), pp. 139-178. New York:
Springer.
This chapter reviews risk assessment tools for intimate partner violence, as well as risk factors
and correlates. It also discusses the potential for assessing risk after change, assessing risk
among female domestic offenders, and practice issues in risk assessment and policing.
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This article examines psychopathy, the Violence Risk Appraisal Guide (VRAG), and motives
thought to be related to men’s violence against female domestic partners, among men with a
history of serious domestic violence. Violent recidivism was lower among these men than among
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This non-technical review examines the research evidence for the prediction of domestic violence
recidivism by men against their female partners, lethal domestic violence, and the onset of
domestic violence. A glossary of terms is included. Data from the ODARA research regarding the
effect of domestic violence treatment attendance are presented. Because of statistical and
practical limitations to predicting lethal assault, we recommend using an actuarial assessment of
assault risk, plus attention to the strongest correlates of lethal assault when lethality is a concern.
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Messing, J.T., & Thaller, J. (2013). The average predictive validity of intimate partner
violence risk assessment instruments. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 28,
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Olver, M. E., & Jung, S. (2017). Incremental prediction of intimate partner violence: An
examination of three risk measures. Law and Human Behavior. Advanced online
publication. doi:10.1037/lhb0000251
Olver and Jung tested the ODARA’s predictive validity when scored from police files by
researchers with good inter-rater reliability (correlation = .90). Among 289 men and women with
a history of domestic violence in opposite-sex relationships, the average ODARA score was 5.4.
The ODARA showed a large predictive effect in an average three-year follow up, AUC = .72.
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adjustment items from the Spousal Assault Risk Assessment provided incremental predictive
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After a mean follow-up period of 8.0 years, the base rate of violent recidivism was 20.0% and
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